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on	the	 researchers	and	 information	on	where	to	find	the	 full	 text	of	each	thesis	 (many	of	which	are	
available	online	at	Arrow,	DIT’s	research	repository).		
Each	of	these	theses	has	been	judged	to	be	at	the	highest	academic	standard.		We	hope	that	highlighting	






















Reductionistic	 definitions	 characterise	many	 of	 the	 representations	 of	 women	 in	 our	 society.	 From	
superficial	 depictions	 of	 women	 as	 sex	 objects	 to	 the	 elevation	 of	 motherhood	 as	 a	 paragon	 of	
womanhood,	 women	 navigate	myriad	 roles	 available	 to	 them	 exclusively	 because	 of	 their	 gender.	





female	offenders	 in	 Irish	newspapers	was	 found	 to	be	 similarly	 reliant	on	 familiar	narratives.	 Female	


















to	make	 it	more	 focused	toward	and	 friendlier	 to	young	people.	The	research	 found	that	 the	young	
people	had	a	much	lower	satisfaction	rate	and	a	higher	level	of	contact	with	the	Gardaí	than	their	adult	
counterparts.	The	contacts	were	mainly	Garda-initiated	and	negative	experiences	for	the	young	people.	
The	 young	 people	 also	 reported	 a	 high	 level	 of	 unacceptable	 behaviour	 by	 Gardaí	mainly	 relating	











A	 decade	 of	 desistance:	 An	 exploratory	 study	 in	 desistance	 theory	 (thesis	
submitted	September	2009).
Brendan	 is	 YEAH	 Project	 Coordinator,	 Canal	 Communities	 Regional	 Youth	
Service,	and	will	commence	a	PhD	at	Queen’s	University	Belfast	later	this	year.
Abstract
This	 research	paper	 is	 a	biographical	 study	of	 the	 lived	experience	of	five	men	who	have	 sustained	
desistance	 from	 crime	 for	 over	 a	 decade.	 The	 aim	 of	 the	 research	 is	 to	 identify	 the	 causal	 process	
that	 allows	 for	 desistance	 from	 crime	 for	 such	 a	 significant	 period.	 Qualitative	 research	 methods	
were	employed	in	this	endeavour,	with	each	participant	 interviewed	using	a	semi-structured	format.	
Furthermore	 the	 researchers’	 status	 as	 an	 ‘insider’	 provided	 an	 added	 dimension	 to	 this	 process.	
Results	 confirmed	 the	 findings	 of	 existing	 desistance	 theory	 research	 as	 carried	 out	 by	 prominent	















forces	 internationally.	There	 is	 a	 dearth	 of	 research	 on	women	 and	 policing	 in	 the	Garda	 Síochána.	








inspectors	and	superintendents	 (n=297).	The	thesis	 reports	on	the	patterns	of	 female	representation	
in	 the	Garda	 Síochána,	 the	deployment	 and	 specialisation	of	 policewomen,	 the	perceived	 attitudes	



















Louise Brangan, MA in Criminology 




Proposals	 for	 Thornton	 Hall	 -	 Ireland’s	 first	 mega-prison	 (Andrew	 Coyle	 2008)	 -	 have	 caused	much	
unease	amongst	academics	and	advocacy	groups	alike.	Despite	the	importance	of	this	shift	in	direction	





the	 importance	 of	 investigating	 the	 policy	 process	 in	 tandem	with	 broader	 socio-cultural	 changes,	
along	with	this	assessment	of	the	mechanics	of	policy-making,	the	thesis	also	analyses	the	extent	to	























Clara Geaney, MA in Criminology 





Although	 Ireland	 compares	 relatively	 well	 in	 terms	 of	 international	 crime	 rates,	 there	 has	 been	 an	
increase	 in	 the	 number	 of	 prisoners	 serving	 life-sentences	 in	 the	 Republic.	 The	 current	 system	 for	




mechanisms	 specific	 to	 life-sentence	 prisoners;	 the	 challenges	 they	 face	 in	 terms	 of	 their	 prison	
experience	and	resettlement.	This	paper	 focuses	on	the	direct	consequences	of	 imprisonment	–	the	
































Michelle Richardson, MA in Criminology 







has	become	a	 core	 issue	 for	 criminal	 justice	 agencies.	This	 research	 focuses	on	 risk	 assessment	 and	
probation	practice	 in	 Ireland.	 In	particular,	 the	 attitudes	of	practicing	basic	grade	probation	officers	
working	 on	 adult	 community	 teams	 in	 Dublin	 are	 examined	 to	 gain	 insight	 into	 the	 complexities	
experienced	 by	 probation	 officers.	 Specifically,	 the	 research	 aims	 to	 highlight	 the	 consequences	 of	
adopting	standardised	risk	tools	on	probation	practice.	
The	 research	discusses	current	 theoretical	arguments	on	 the	 influence	of	 risk	 in	criminal	 justice	and	
outlines	 the	 impact	of	 risk	discourse	on	probation	practice	 in	 Ireland	and	elsewhere.	Using	a	mix	of	





























In	 the	 last	number	of	years,	 the	 Irish	health	service	has	come	under	major	criticism.	The	emergence	
of	hospital-acquired	infections	has	sent	the	health	sector	into	a	state	of	disarray.	 	The	most	common	
of	these	infections	is	Methicillin	Resistant	Staphylococcus	Aureus,		or	“MRSA”,	which	has	now	become	


































the	parties’	conduct	as	a	whole.	5.	The	modern	 interpretation	of	 the	concept	 is	 that	 it	 is	prescriptive	
and	 this	narrowing	has	 impacted	on	 the	 requirements	 for	 interlocutory	 relief.	6.	The	developing	 law	
on	bonus	payments	is	being	shaped	by	reference	to	the	implied	duty	of	trust	and	confidence.	7.	The	
implied	duty	has	the	potential	to	determine	the	parameters	of	the	law	relating	to	workplace	bullying.	
8.	 A	breach	of	 the	 implied	duty	 can	be	waived	but	 a	 finding	of	 such	 should	necessarily	 require	 an	











of	necessary	 legislation	in	modern	society.	 It	 is	a	device	that	ends	litigation.	 	Legislation	for	abolition	
would	 lead	 to	greater	 societal	 difficulties.	 Statistically	 land	 theft	 is	 rare	 and	given	 that	ownership	of	
property	carries	a	duty	an	owner	should	be	vigilant.	One	sentence	on	the	property	folio	could	alert	an	








































of	 quantifiable	 interests,	 such	 as	 the	 threat	 to	 businesses	 posed	 by	 leaked	 information,	 rather	 than	
safeguarding	press	freedom.
This	 thesis	 examines	 the	 law	on	 journalists’	 sources	 in	 the	US	and	Sweden,	highlighting	 the	greater	
weight	given	to	protecting	anonymous	sources	in	these	jurisdictions.	It	then	argues	for	the	introduction	







Éamonn Foley, MA in Law





This	 thesis	 outlines	 and	 critically	 analyses	 the	 statutory	 time	 limits	 that	 apply	 to	 non-EEA	 nationals	



















It	 focuses,	 in	particular,	on	 international	academic	research	as	a	basis	 for	considering	reform,	making	
reference	to	various	model	approaches	contained	within	that	literature.		The	thesis	begins	by	analysing	
the	current	state	of	Irish	constitutional	law	as	it	relates	to	children’s	welfare	and	protection,	examining	




prioritises	parental	 rights	 at	 the	expense	of	 the	 rights	of	 the	child.	 	The	author	 argues,	nonetheless,	
that	effective	reform	may	prove	more	difficult	than	some	commentators	suggest.		Some	reforms	may,	
indeed,	have	no	effect	or	may	worsen	an	already	fraught	situation.		It	is	thus	argued	that	an	appropriate	



















approaches.	To	promote	cohesion	 in	work	with	children	across	 the	domestic	violence	sector	and	 to	
support	 the	development	of	good	practice,	 this	 study	ultimately	offers	 a	 recommended	 framework	









The	research	study	carried	out	an	open	 investigation	 into	the	use	of	art	 therapy	and	drama	therapy	
with	children	in	the	primary	school	with	emotional,	social	and/or	behavioural	difficulties.		A	qualitative	
method	 of	 semi-structured	 interviews	was	 used	 among	 a	 sample	 of	 six	 professionals	working	with	
children	 in	 various	 primary	 schools.	 	 The	 sample	 included	 mainstream	 teachers,	 learning	 support	
teachers,	 therapists	 and	 counselors.	 	 Overall,	 the	 research	 found	 that	 the	 low	 rate	 of	 stigmatization	















centres	within	 the	 non-statutory	 sector	 only	 but	 on	 a	 national	 basis.	 	 The	methodology	 utilized	 in	
this	 study	 is	 a	combination	of	quantitative	and	qualitative	 research	methods.	 	 Eight	 semi-structured	
interviews	were	conducted	and	the	data	was	subsequently	analysed	in	order	to	develop	a	questionnaire.	
On	development,	sixty-nine	anonymous	self	completion	questionnaires	were	distributed	on	a	national	
basis,	 following	which	the	data	collected	was	analysed.	 	 It	can	be	concluded	from	the	review	of	the	
literature	and	an	analysis	of	the	findings	that	vetting	staff	is	a	safeguarding	measure	for	children	and	













migrant	 communities	 in	 the	 Irish	‘intercultural’	 sector,	 and	also	 the	broader	 third	 sector.	The	 rational	
behind	 this	 research	 is	 to	gain	an	understanding	of	 the	 types	and	 levels	of	participation	 in	order	 to	
ascertain	 if	 inequities	 exist	 between	 the	 involvement	 of	migrant	 communities	 and	 indigenous	 Irish	
people.	 Participation	 is	 assessed	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 emergence	 of	 barriers	 to	 participation,	 and	 how	
involvement	 is	supported	and	facilitated	by	the	organisations	and	the	 intercultural	sector	 in	general.	
This	qualitative	research	utilises	a	critical	ethnography,	which	 integrates	aspects	of	ethnography	and	












Jean Kelly, MA in Child, Family and Community Studies
An	exploration	of	continuing	professional	development	for	early	years	workers	
with	FETAC	level	5	and	6	qualifications	(thesis	submitted	2008).
Jean	 Kelly	 works	 as	 an	 ECCE	 Quality	 Childcare	 Development	 Officer	 with	
Roscommon	County	Childcare	Committee.
Abstract 
The	 research	 discussed	 in	 this	 paper	 explores	 Continuing	 Professional	 Development	 (CPD)	 for	 early	
years	workers	with	Further	Education	and	Training	Awards	Council	(FETAC)	level	5	and	6	qualifications.	
Applying	Bronfenbrenner’s	ecological	systems	theory	as	a	 framework	the	views	of	childcare	workers,	
managers	 and	 other	 stakeholders	 are	 examined.	 	 As	 well	 as	 searching	 the	 literature,	 a	 mixed	
methods	research	design	was	 implemented	to	achieve	the	above	aims.	 	 Interviews	were	conducted	
and	 questionnaires	 utilized.	 	 Findings	 from	 this	 study	 provided	 insights	 into	 individuals’	 views	 of	
the	 importance	and	benefits	of	CPD	 in	 the	early	 childcare	care	and	education	 sector.	 	 Furthermore,	
they	highlighted	an	enormous	sense	of	support	at	 local	and	national	 level	 for	early	years	workers	to	
participate	in	ongoing	training.	 	Nevertheless,	findings	also	brought	to	light	the	many	obstacles	that	








project	concluded	that	 further	 research	 is	needed	to	capture	the	views	of	other	professional	groups	







Adaptation	 to	 college	 and	 individuation-attachment:	 a	 review	 of	 first	 year	
students	in	contemporary	Ireland	(thesis	submitted	September	2008).








of	 Dublin	 based	 institutions.	 Participants’	 completed	 quantitative	 measures	 of	 college	 adjustment	






















culture	and	values	 is	 the	gender	 issue	which	creates	different	 roles	 for	men	and	women	within	 the	
community	itself.
The	research	involved	interviewing	Directors	and	students	from	the	centres	and	representatives	from	














facilitate	 the	progress	of	Travellers	onto	 further	education	and	employment.	The	 research	highlights	








Jennifer	 is	a	 social	care	worker	and	a	member	of	 the	Research	Forum	at	St.	
Michael’s	House.
Abstract























Sandra O’Neill, MA in Child, Family and Community Studies




















the	 results	 suggested	 that	 the	 educational	 background	 of	 the	 teacher	 does	 impact	 the	 teacher’s	
perception	 of	 both	 Síolta	 and	 its	 perceived	 usefulness	 in	 a	 primary	 school	 setting.	 The	 researcher	
recommended	 that	 Síolta	 be	 publicised	 in	 the	 primary	 school	 sector,	 that	 Síolta	 be	 linked	 to	 DEIS	
school	plans	and	for	the	QAP	to	be	promoted	as	a	necessary	and	helpful	tool	in	school	evaluation	and	
improving	standards	of	excellence	in	education	before	rolling	out	the	programme	in	any	other	area.			
Full	thesis	text	at:	http://arrow.dit.ie/aaschssldis/
26


